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Short Story Unit
The Treasure of Lemon Brown * All Summer in a Day * Seventh Grade * Stolen Day *

* The Third Wish *After Twenty Years *The Bear Boy *

· 7.1 Power Standard – Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
· 7.2 Power Standard – Determine a Theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.
· 7.3 – Supporting Standard – Analyze how particular elements of a story interact (how setting shapes the characters or plot)

· 7.6 –Supporting Standard – Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in a text.

Elements of a Short Story – page 172&173
Define and explain the following Short Story elements:

· Characters –
· Characterization – direct and indirect; static, dynamic, round and flat
· Theme –
· Point of View - 
· Plot – 

Exposition - setting
Rising Action – conflict (man vs. man, man vs. himself, man vs. nature and man vs. supernatural)
Climax

Falling Action/Declining Action

Resolution
Define and explain Short Story Literary Devices:

· Literary Devices

· Foreshadowing

· Flashback

· Irony

· Dialect
· Symbolism
The Treasure of Lemon Brown – Walter Dean Myers (pages 174-184)

Read from the Author’s Desk – Walter Dean Myers.  What conflict inspired this story?
Cite pages (3) and sentence where the theme ________________ (ABSTRACT NOUN) of this short story is evident; Cite pages where theme develops. 

Page _____; ________________________________________________

Page _____; ________________________________________________

Page _____; ________________________________________________ 

1. What mood does the author establish for the setting of the short story?  What could it foreshadow? How does the setting contribute to the plot?
2. What point of view is the story told in?  Provide evidence of how the reader knows this.

3. Explain the Flashback Greg experiences at the beginning of the story.

4. Why does Greg prefer going to the tenement instead of going home?

5. What did Greg hear in the darkness?

6. Describe Lemon Brown and his characteristics. How might Lemon Brown’s dialect differ from Greg’s dialect?
7. Why does Greg relax when he sees Lemon Brown? What does this suggest about Greg’s environment/setting?
8. What does Greg learn about Lemon Brown on page 179?

9. Predict what you think is Lemon Brown’s treasure.
10. What is the Plot of this short story?
                                              Climax -

                  

           Rising Action -




Falling Action -
Exposition -






         Resolution -
All Summer in a Day - Ray Bradbury (pgs. 90-99)
Cite pages (3) and sentences where the theme ________________ (ABSTRACT NOUN) of this short story is evident; Cite pages where theme develops. 

Page _____; ________________________________________________

Page _____; ________________________________________________

Page _____; ________________________________________________ 
1. Define Setting.

2. Provide three details about the conditions on Venus/Setting in the story.

3. What point of view is the story told in?  Provide details that depict this.
4. According to the children, what is the conflict of the story? man vs. man, man vs. nature, man vs. himself or man vs. supernatural

5. What do the children hope will happen today?

6. What is the Metaphor on page 94?

7. What is the difference between Margot and the other children?  What conflict is established as a result of this difference?

8. What are the two similes on page 95?
9. What is personified on page 96?

10. Why are the children excited about the sunshine?

11. What are the children compared to on page 98?  Why?

12. How does the change in weather/setting affect the children’s mood?

13. How do the children react when they realize that Margot missed the sun because of their prank?  Why do you think they react as they do? (Theme)
14. Why is the setting/Exposition so important to the plot of this short story?
The Bear Boy – Joseph Bruchac (pages 190-195)
Cite pages (3) and sentence where the theme ________________ (ABSTRACT NOUN) of this short story is evident; Cite pages where theme develops. 

Page _____; ________________________________________________

Page _____; ________________________________________________

Page _____; ________________________________________________ 

Define Predicting.
1. Where does the story take place (setting/Exposition)?

2. What point of view is the story told in?  Provide details that prove this.

3. Why did Kuo-Haya’s father not trust him well? Provide examples.

4. What had Kuo-Haya never been told? What does he do?

5. How does Kuo-Haya end up living with the bears?

6. Compare and Contrast how Kuo-Haya’s life with the bears differs from his life in the village. 

7. What advice does the medicine man offer the father?
8. What is the lesson of this Native American Folk Tale?  Do you think this lesson applies to people of all cultures? (Theme)
9. Compare and Contrast the Mother Bear to Kuo-Haya’s father.
[image: image1.png]Compare and Contrast
point of views -
Mother Bear/Kuo
Haya's Father

Mother Bear Kuo Haya's Father




Seventh Grade – Gary Soto (pages 249-255)
Cite pages (3) and sentence where the theme ________________ (ABSTRACT NOUN) of this short story is evident; Cite pages where theme develops. 

Page _____; ________________________________________________

Page _____; ________________________________________________

Page _____; ________________________________________________

1. What is the setting of the story, Seventh Grade (Exposition)?

2. What point of view is the story told in?  Provide evidence to support this.

3. Why does Victor chose to study French?

4. Why does Victor blush when he talks to Theresa?

5. What is Victor’s weakest subject?  How does Victor deal with difficult subjects?

6. What does Victor pretend to do at lunch? Why (inference)?

7. Why does Victor tell his teacher he can speak French?

8. How does Mr. Bueller react to Victor’s failed attempt at speaking French?  What can his reaction say about his character traits?
9. What does Victor probably learn from his experiences/theme?
10. What is the Plot of this short story?

                                              Climax -

                  

           Rising Action -



Falling Action -

Exposition -







   Resolution –
Stolen Day – Sherwood Anderson (pages 256-260)

Cite pages (3) and sentence where the theme ________________ (ABSTRACT NOUN) of this short story is evident; Cite pages where theme develops. 

Page _____; ________________________________________________

Page _____; ________________________________________________

Page _____; ________________________________________________

1. What point of view is the story written in?  Provide details to support this. 

2. What is Walter’s condition?

3. What can you tell about the narrator based on the pain he experiences?

4. Why does the narrator want to believe he has inflammatory arthritis?

5. How does the narrator’s mother treat his illness?  Why does he begin to feel sorry for himself?

6. What happened to the Wyatt child?

7. Based on the narrator’s imaginary staged death on page 259, how would you describe his character?

8. What do the narrator’s actions with the carp reveal about his physical condition?

9. Was the narrator’s family sympathetic about his illness?  Explain your answer.  Do you agree or disagree with their actions?  Explain your answer.

10. Compare and Contrast Point of View.  Compare/Contrast the narrator from Seventh Grade to the narrator of Stolen Day.
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The Third Wish – Joan Aiken (pages 272-279)
Cite pages (3) and sentence where the theme ________________ (ABSTRACT NOUN) of this short story is evident; Cite pages where theme develops. 

Page _____; ________________________________________________

Page _____; ________________________________________________

Page _____; ________________________________________________ 

Define Inference.

Define External Conflict.

Define Internal Conflict.

Cite pages (3) and sentence where theme ________________ (ABSTRACT NOUN) of this short story is evident; Cite pages where theme develops. 

Page _____; ________________________________________________

Page _____; ________________________________________________

Page _____; ________________________________________________ 

1. What point of view is the short story written in?  Provide evidence to support this.

2. What is the setting of this short story (exposition)?

3. What external conflict does Mr. Peters face after he finds the swan?

4. What does the swan change into?

5. What does the King of the Forest give Mr. Peters?

6. What is Mr. Peters’ internal conflict?

7. How does Mr.Peters solve this inner conflict?  Does it come true?

8. Provide several details that prove Leita isn’t happy.
9. Why does Leita cry as she is holding the swan?

10. What does Mr.Peters do with the second wish?  Why (inference)? How does this contribute to theme?
11. List two details in the story that support the inference that Leita still loves Mr. Peters after she changes back into a swan.
12. What does Mr. Peters hold in his hand when he dies? How does this contribute to the theme of the short story?
After Twenty Years – O.Henry (pages 322-327)
Define situational irony.

Define verbal irony.

Cite pages (3) and sentence where theme ________________ (ABSTRACT NOUN) of this short story is evident; Cite pages where theme develops. 

Page _____; ________________________________________________

Page _____; ________________________________________________

Page _____; ________________________________________________ 
1. What point of view is the short story written in?  Provide evidence to support this.


2. Describe the setting of the story. How does it contribute to the plot?
3. Who was to make his fortune out west?  New York? Who got to the designated area first?

4. Describe Bob’s appearance.  What could this suggest about his character?

5. Describe Jimmy’s character based on Bob’s description.

6. Which of the two men seem to have had more success in the twenty years since they last met?  Explain your answer.

7. Provide several clues that would have suggested to Bob that he wasn’t talking to his friend, Jimmy Wells. 

8. Explain in your own words the situational irony of the story.

9. Explain why Bob’s discussion of his success provides the reader with an example of verbal irony.

10. How did you think the story would end?  Explain in detail.
11. Compare and Contrast Bob and Jimmy.
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